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'CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1

October 26, 1955

Mr. Gilbert P. Laue

Americsan Peoples Encyclopedia
179 Horth Michigsn Averue
Chicage 1, Illinois

Dear Mr. Laue:

Hr. Dulles has asked me to reply to your letter of
Getober 20 in whioh you roquested a contribution on the
subject of Central Intelligence for your encyclopedia.

I regrat to say that wa cannot have an article
published over Mr. Dulles' signature. We are sending
you the enclosed summary of the Agency's functions in
the hope that it will be of use to you. You nay, .of
tourse, make any use of it you chooss.

Very truly yours,

Starley J. Orogan
Assistant to the Director

OTCI/SJGrogan;uce
Distribution:
Orig - Add
1 - ERw/basic
2 - signer
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THE CENTRAL INTELLICGENCE AGENCY

The Central Intelligence Agency was established by the National
Security Act of 1947 (Section 102). This act sasigned to the Agency
three broad duties which had never before been adequately covered in
our national intelligence .atructure: (1) to advise the National Security

- Couneil regarding the intelligence activities of ﬁha governnent and make
recommendations for their coordinations (2) to provide for the central
correlation, evaluation, and fiisaominntion of intelligence relating to
the national security; and (3) to assure the performance, centrally,
subject to Natlonal Security Council direction, of certain intelligence
and related functions of common concern to various departments of the
government.,

‘ nder the terms of this law, the Centrel Intelligence Agency did
not gupersede the intelligence arms long established in the departments
of State, War, and Navy. It wss not designad as a competitor for any
intellligence agency of the govermment, but as a cuntribﬁtor to them |
énd as a ‘aaardinat'or of their intelllgence sctivities. CIA makes
meximum use uf the rescurces of existing agencies. It doss not duplicate
their work but does help end duplication by aiaing to it that the best
qualified sgency in each phase of t.hé, 1ntamgs_rica ﬁ.éld should sesume
and carry out its particular responaiblility.

Much of CIA's work is studying and snalyaing forelgn reports, ine
cluding radio broadcasts, publications, ete., ‘“ﬁ?; frgm thess gtudiqs |
conclusions may be drawn ~-=- but the final swdyiaoﬁlyror ‘the NSC and,
other authorized Qovernment sgenciea. CIA also does igﬁgppnﬂmt maaamﬁ ‘
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on economic, scisntific, and technelogical intelligence and coordinates

activities of other US agencias in these flelds, Its estimates help

gulde the ibrmﬁlution of foreign policy and preparation of defense plans.

In aanaral, the main functions of CIA are to ooordinate 1ntallig¢n¢o

activities; bo nonsolidnte 1n£alliganoa opinion 1n the form of national

;ntalligsnee.eatimates, and to disseninate its estimates as diracted by
 the National Security Cownoil. |

The Cenbral Intéiligence Agancy hes no security responsibllities
uithin the United States other than that concerning its own personnels
it has no aubpéena power, and iﬁ hag no police powar,‘ ﬁhon patters
affecting internal security come to its attentlom, they are referred to
the deerél Bureéﬁ’mf Tovestigation and other interested agancies, CIA's
responsibilities ave limited to the area outside the United States.

The identity of CIA's personnel (except for a few in its top echelon),
its budget, its methods of operation, and its information sources are |
all kepn.aacrst_uﬁder authority grented by Congrees in three separate
aotas the Natilonal Becurity Act, the “CIA Act“:of 1949, and amendments
to the latter in 1953.

~w*~< o Appliaantu for CIA employernt are pivan a fdll aocurity investigation T
after they have been spproved following preliminary taata. ‘The Agenoy 13 |
actively building up a career service, new in Americs, in intelligence
activities.

Under the revised "CIA Act*, CIA m&j have @& clvilian a3 Director and
2 civilian as Deputy Director, but it may not have a military officer as
Diractor and & miliﬁary officer as Deputy ad the seme time. Tho'Amariean
public understands this system and has faith in 1b. As of 1955, CIA
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has, in Mr. Allen Welsh Dullas, & clvilian Director of long experience
in varlous iﬁtelligance activitiea,/whoae work in Switzerland in World
War iI helped bring about the surrender of Derman forces in Italy.

¥r. Dulles was one of the planners of CIA and was one of 1ts principal
opersting officiala for aome time befbre_becoming Deputy Director under
his predecessor, Ueneral Walter Bedell 9mith., Experienced, mature,
understanding, ¥r, Dulles, in April 1953, brought into the Agency as
Deputy, a military intelligence expert, Lit. General Charles P, Cabell,
formerly Director of the Joint Staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and

Intelligence Director of the Alr Force.
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